TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN



Draft Minutes Planning Commission Meeting December 10, 2013
Final Minutes as approved	(futuremeetingdate)	. Community Service Building
Torch Lake Township

Present:	Bretz, Juall, Jorgensen, Goossen Absent:	King, Joseph, Walworth
Others:	Briggs, Grobbel
Audience:	Kathy Windiate, (Alan Martel arrived 8:12)

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, agenda approved.
Announcements, etc. completed. Nov 12, 2013 minutes, approval moved by Jorgensen, 2nd Juall, motion carried. Goosen abstention, did not attend Nov. meeting. No public comments.

MinutesandPublication. Twp. Clerk K. Windiate reviewed consequences of a FOIA request and subsequent objections related to official minutes and e-mails among members. Some changes will be coming regarding draft minutes and publication of officially approved minutes. In addition, an improved system needs to be in place regarding retention of e-mails among members. Supervisor and attorney are working on this. When complete, some training will be provided. In the meantime, members are reminded to conduct business in public, and to retain copies of e- mails. House-keeping communication OK, but decision-making should be in public meetings. It was recognized that whatever system is effectuated, in must include all forms of communication, including cell-phone texting. Alan martel stated a document retention policy is being worked out with help of attorney Todd Millar.

DiscussionofAgZone. Discussion of 3 areas – Farm Markets, Winery/other alcohol-related businesses, Kennels. No actions taken on any of the 3.

On farm markets, Jorgensen sugggested some proposed regulations were too restrictive/burdensome. There was discussion of this and of definitions proposed by Grobbel.

Alcohol-related business. Commission generally felt wineries are agricultural, breweries and distilleries are commercial. This is contrary to last month's feelings expressed and should be resolved in the future when more commissioners are present.

Kennels. General agreement this belongs in General Provisions section or ordinance. No public comments, PC members concerns. Adjouned 8:52 pm.

Bill Briggs, ZA
